Native epitopes of human IgA.
We have studied the epitopes of the human IgA molecule by using 27 monoclonal antibodies in two simple gel diffusion methods. By testing pairs of monoclonal antibodies for coprecipitation of an IgA myeloma protein, we have clearly identified sterically independent epitopes on the molecule. By testing the non-coprecipitating monoclonal antibodies with soluble IgA-monoclonal antibody immune complexes, we have identified the overlapping epitopes. Eleven proto-epitopes were mapped on the IgA molecule. Since we have not used solid-phase methods, we have presumably identified native epitopes of the IgA molecule.